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members assigned, with about half living 
off base. More than 1,755 retirees from all 
branches of the military reside in the area. 
Rounding out the total military–related pop-
ulation are about 950 civilian employees and 

more than 600 traditional and full–time Air 
National Guard members.

Construction on Eielson Air Force Base 
was completed in 1944. Originally a satel-
lite base to Ladd Army Air Field (now Fort 

Wainwright) and called Mile 26, it served as 
a storage site for aircraft on their way to the 
Soviet Union under the WWII Lend–Lease 
program. (A statue honoring this program is 
located in Griffin Park.) Closed after WWII, 
the base reopened in 1946. In 1948, it was 
renamed Eielson Air Force Base after Carl 
Ben Eielson, the first pilot to fly from Alaska 
over the North Pole to Greenland. Eielson 
AFB is the farthest-north fighter wing in the 
U.S. Air Force, and at 60,000 square miles 
of military training space, it has the largest 
aerial range in the country.

Also boosting the Fairbanks economy are 
the University of Alaska Fairbanks, and trade 
and service industries such as retail sales and 
tourism.

Description
Alaska’s second largest city and the 

administrative center of the Interior, Fair-
banks lies on the forested valley floor of the 
Tanana River on the banks of the Chena 
River. Good views of the valley are avail-
able from Chena Ridge Road to the west and 
Farmers Loop Road to the north. 

The city is a blend of old and new: 
Modern full-service hotels, shopping centers 
and malls stand beside log cabins and his-
toric wooden buildings.

Fairbanks is bounded on the north, east 
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Princess welcomes the independent traveler with unmatched 
comfort in the midst of the grand Alaskan wilderness. 
Enjoy fi rst-class amenities and all the comforts of home by 
booking at Fairbanks Princess Riverside Lodge.® Book 
online at princesslodges.com or at 800-426-0500.

MODERN COMFORT Unexpected Comfort for 
Your Alaskan Adventure


